Solidarity and the 1984/85 Miners’ Strike
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In March 1984 over
150,000 British coal
miners went on strike to
protest against plans for
widespread closures in
the industry. The strike,
ultimately unsuccessful,
lasted a year and was one
of the most significant
industrial disputes in
British history. Alongside
the industrial struggle
emerged a large and
diverse social movement
to help sustain the miners
and their communities.

To mark the 30th
anniversary of the miners'
strike, the following
exhibition has been
compiled predominantly
from material in the TUC
Library Collections at
London Metropolitan
University. The library has
been deposited at the
University since 1996 and
is a unique resource for South Eastern Region TUC march in support of the miners, London, June 1984
the study of the labour
movement and working

© Trades Union Congress Library Collections, London Metropolitan University
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strike. © Trades Union Congress Library C ¢
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A mass picket at Saltley Gate coke plant rgir Birmingham during the 1972 miners

Bonus shift consolidated

Five days exira holiday
Subsidised fransport deal

Adult wage at 18 deal

.'I
L]

ol
.r.'-'-*

Executive recommend HER |

Wilberforce figures in g !"'
pithead ballot  —

“THE GREATEST DAY o U
Isinry of the Matlonal Lrkon of
Sindwnekers™ a Uired Biar fobilaiil
Preshfonl b Goarfmley @i Rommord
wl V0 Powning Streel (oL 2arly
himirs of Salardsy dsefring.

.

Wa'ye mhd Simests (11 che e 38 Panre
g et mana iy Phe last 30 yRasa”

sl Rerrwiaiy 1o wnemne Daly ot Se gl
o & ey ol el imes Which LA D by
Rabery Car's Desjisttissed ol Emplivy

g al U0 & prus Widebss] i TR
Livemrprinig Sy |3 Tk ke

it Y

Tiovmy L Fovew of repobia sl (b
B Codl Hoafl Sfer Lhe Wikssruee
Rorgmirt wug premeriie=] £ afer fAElnn&AE
Enscirive Ciummities W Hoe-bl e
e ed 4t phrbest bl ot G onramibine iy
MLTET s wwnt hesss adds B0 win IR

Eirilaen ' mmai i e

MOl jolk B UhE MEM DOITAE 0V G
whef il e thETEEes T IR RS P e

& The lmniie $hili v be eoosilfdatied
i | e borewip cagi

# Pl exirn dags Molidey, Bo S tabkiei
Iy bl ualiy- ul diey ©AN be fulis
arverriilly il By agrPAMERT iLHE ieral
e ]

& o et vl St ieei T i T0e
awr Al Arvas ane B e Hegrismiei
ay Whag 1 i i e b =

N

Special ballot issue of the NUM's newspaper The Miner, February 1972, recommending

to members the settlement achieved in negotiations over pay with Ted Heath's

Conservative government © National Union of Mineworkers

wirksy dasrerimy

i mrpnoe Baly

ETE]
v e e
s Wirear faspe
C o mi iy
Wi cbinds ot
e Y L
g de S
dbgaea P Tl el

kg WIPL

ations, Lendon Metropolitan University /.

1970s strikes
and the Ridley
Plan

In 1972 and 1974 there were
national miners’ strikes for the
first time since 1926. The
strikes, primarily over wages,
were successful and partly
responsible for the end of
Edward Heath’'s Conservative
government in 1974. They also
brought Arthur Scargill to
national prominence. Some feel
that the Conservatives
provoked the miners’ strike of
1984-5 out of a desire for
revenge for these defeats.
Former Cabinet member of the
Heath government, Margaret
Thatcher, was elected in 1979
and again in 1983. In
preparation for government,
Conservative Nicholas Ridley
prepared a report on the
publicly owned industries,
which suggested ways in which
a showdown with unions —
including the miners — could be
won.




TUC poster produced during the Campaign for Economic and Social Advance,

highlighting rising unemployment, 1981. © Trades Union Congress

Industrial
context

In the early 1980s
unemployment rose
dramatically, with official
figures over 3 million (nearly
12%). The steel workers,
traditional allies of the miners,
were amongst those hit badly
despite a 13 week strike in
1980. Unemployment in
coalfield areas could be much
higher than average: in South
Wales, for example, it was
nearly 25 per cent. The
Thatcher government
introduced a range of
legislation aimed at decreasing
the power of the trade union

movement. Trade unions were
banned at GCHQ.
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Labour Party leaflet on rising
unemployment, 1984 © Labour Party




The cause

of the strike

The National Union of
Mineworkers had already been
on an overtime ban for several

months. In Scotland in
particular there were already

several local disputes. But in \ : - -I — ——I j
March 1984, the announcement I_l ) '

of the intended closure of | [

Cortonwood, Yorkshire sparked ‘ l"—l L_l 4

a walkout in Yorkshire that
spread across the country. The
strike was over pit closures and
Arthur Scargill’s claim that
there was a ‘hit list’ of pits to

close. Much argument revolved
around the notion of
‘uneconomic pits’ and on what
basis closures should be
accepted.

'AND KENT NEEDS
HER COAL MINES!

SUPPORT THE KENT MINERS’
FIGHT FOR JOBS, PITS & COAL. |

* . .the excellent steam coals of South Wales and Kent.” (NEW SCIENTIST, 6 September 1984)

The 3 Kent Pits: Betteshanger, Snowdown & Tilmanstone, normally inject over
£25 million per annum, through wages and rates, into the Kent economy.

The Economic Case Against Pit Closures Poster produced by the Kent Area of the National Union of Mineworkers, 1984,
report prepared for the National Union of  © National Union of Mineworkers

Mineworkers by Andrew Glyn, Corpus

Christi College, Oxford University, 1984,

© National Union of Mineworkers
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Division in the _
coalfields | e b

While the strike was strong in
most areas, some — most
importantly Nottinghamshire
(which was the second largest
NUM area in 1984-5) — had a
majority who refused to strike.
Often the reason given was the
lack of a national ballot. For
strikers in these areas, the year
was particularly tough. Support
groups often gave particular

support to the Notts coalfield Cartoon produced by Tim Sanders, 1984 © Tim Sanders
for this reason.
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Cartoon produced by Tony Hall, published in The Sun/News of the World
Right of Reply Special, September 1984 © Libby Hall

PICKETS - YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED! Ber




Community

The classic notion of the ‘pit
village' was already slightly
dated by 1984. However, the
idea of community became
central to the strike: ‘Close a
Pit, Kill a Community’ was a
slogan used in South Wales.
The idea of ‘community’
allowed the strike to take on a
broader significance, and
encouraged alliances with a
wide range of groups beyond
trade unions.
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Page from The Sun/News of the World Right of Reply Special, September 1984, showing
the communities and families of striking miners. During a speech in July 1984 Margaret
Thatcher had described the miners as the “enemy within', in distinction to the “enemy
without” — Argentinian dictator President Galtieri during the Falklands War.

© SOGAT (now Unite)
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A mounted policeman attacks a woman during the‘pﬁket at Orgréave colliery jn

Yorkshire, June 1984 © Johw%ris, Report Digital —
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THE MINERS’ STRIKE AND THE SOCIETY
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Senttiend Sactely members el fo right! Fddie Browwn. beameh prevident Ken: Bucklond, et reliry _rl-"‘h“ Walkinshaw and argdniser
Pauline Goose. PICTLRE: Shevla Groy [Formall,

Making sure children can eat

Society and CPSA members at the Southend
headguarters of the Customs and Excise Department
have so far raised over £600 for miners’ families and
children by the simple expedient of pay-day
collections with buckets.

It is a method which suits their branches, but it is
also one that requires planning and organisation
Before each collection, every member receives a short
leaflet stating the case for donations,

“Ask any unemployed, sick person or old age
pensioner you know what it is like to live on
supplementary benefit,” said one leaflet.

“Then ask them what it would be like if that
income was arbitrarily reduced by £15 every week
and nothing was paid to one adult member in every
Family - a further reduction of £16.70 - leaving them
£31.70 below the basic subsistence Jevel every week."

Branch president Ken Buckland stresses that the
money collected goes, via the local trades council, to
the Miners' Hardship Fund whose prime concern is
1o see that the needs of children are propeérly met,

Impetus for the collections - which are a
completely united effort by the Society and CPSA
with the support of the Civil Service Union - came
from national conference addresses by miners and
from visils from striking miners from Kent and
MNottingham.

While there is by no means a 100 per cent response
to the collections, there has been no marked
hostility, savs branch secretary John Walkinshaw,

CPSA members also undertake collections of food
and get enough to make them worthwhile,

And Ken Buckland reports that he has had offers
from members of holiday accommodation for the
children of striking miners.

Southend Customs and Excise branch is a large
headquarters branch, but others, like the DHSS East
London branch, are organising weekly collections in
all offices and, in this branch, each office has had the
apportunity of hearing a miner explain why he and
his colleagues are on strike.

A page from The Miners Strike and the Society, a publication produced by civil service

union The Society of Civil and Public Servants (now PCS), ¢.1984
© Society of Civil and Public Servants (now PCS)/Sheila Gray

Welfare cuts

Changes had been made to
benefit entitlements to reduce
what was being paid to the
families of miners on strike.
Deductions were made on
assumed strike pay which was
not being paid by the NUM.
Single miners received nothing.
Protests were held outside the
DHSS headquarters in South
London against this policy of
trying to starve the miners back
to work.
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NATIONAL WOMEN’S DEMONSTRATION

Women
AND GALA Against Pit

Closures

Some women worked in
ancillary positions for the coal
board and were on strike,
however the vast majority of
strikers were men. The strike
was notable however for
essential and highly visible
support work of women in the
mining areas: running
communal kitchens, joining
picket lines, speaking across
the country and internationally.
After the strike, however,
Women Against Pit Closures
were refused associate
membership by the NUM.
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DHSS WON'T STARVE US BACK

ASSEMBLE 12 noon, Temple Tube, London WC2
MARCH via Trafalgar Square & DHSS Headquarters, Elephant & Castle

GALA 3pm, Burgess Park, Camberwell Rd, SES
with stalls, refreshments, children’s entertainment

Further information: 0742 700388 / 01-582 0987

Leaflet promoting the Women Against Pit Closures Demonstration and Gala, Poster for the International Women's Day
London, August 1984 © Women Against Pit Closures Rally organised by Women Against Pit
Closures, March 1984
© Women Against Pit Closures
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WOMEN
IN
STRUGGLE

BENEFIT CONCERT FORWOMEN IN THE MINING COMMUNITIES AT

PICCADILLY THEATRE Q | &7

DENMAN $T- LONDON W1+ BOX OFFISE 437 4506 - TICKETS £5 CONCESSIONS £2 [l

BRING MONEY FOR COLLECTION +NEW CHILDREN'S SHOES OR GIFT VOUCHERS FROM [
CHAIN $TORES (MARKS ¢ §PENCER-BOOTS - CO-OPETC)

ORGANISED BY LONDON LABOUR WOMEN - SPONSORED BY $PARE RIB

SUNDAYIOMARCH7PM] ~

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| , organised by London Flyer promoting rally and social organised

Labour Women, March 1984 © London Labour Women by the Women's Rights Committee of the
Southern & Eastern Region TUC
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Joint NUM/Southern & Eastern Region
TUC (SERTUC) newspaper, May 1984
©Southern & Eastern Region TUC
(SERTUC)/NUM

Teachers and pupils hold banners from the National Union of Teachers outside William

Patten Infants” School, Stoke Newington, London, calling for the release of jailed miners.

June 1985 © Trades Union Congress Library Collections, London Metropolitan University

Trade union
solidarity

Trade unionists throughout the
country raised food and money
for striking miners and their
families. Some went further —
train drivers, seafarers and
others attempted to block
strike breaking coal, coke and
other substitute fuels. Print
workers took industrial action
against the worst media
coverage. Elsewhere, however,
there was tension between
unions, particularly with the
ISTC (steelworkers union) and
EETPU (electrical workers),
whose leader Eric Hommond
refused to support TUC
guidelines to help miners win
the strike.



THE NCB, the governmean! and the press arne
gloating. They tell us the miners’ strike s
crumbiing.

Nonsense. The numbers going baok to work are
very small—even on the Coal Board's ligures Lhey
amouni to only two per cent. The vast majorty ol
us mre saolidly behind 1he strike

lmmense préssure i bt vsid 1o ity and bhress
us. The NCH & paying oul £1 40 (o gvery mimer
relticiing 1o work—maonoey thatl 1 due 10 i
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kel viri=—andd is—that the stnke & collapsing. And
Vhie cowrts have stalen our onman Fands o ool Hiem
ol ol remchi.

We (ace renl difficaltes. Winter strengthens o

hand, but i creales ferrihle hardsbip, 07 tlus
continues, more mimers could be starved back L
Wik

U is nowW p 1o all Irade aricasts o provide s
with the backing we need, Al Bentley Culliery we
mave set up the Bemtley Miners Suppor Group 1a
rae money (0 Kesp the sinke going, We are
leoking for workphaces 1o twin with s ard Belp s
Wil OUr sl rugsie

We need money, 10kl adid clothing. UTRE vai
workmates 1o support us, 11 we lose this dispuie,
eviery brntde wmon will sulfler

Don't let the Tories starve us back 1o work:

LEAFLET ISSUED BY THE BENTLEY MINERS SUPPORT GROUP. We can be conlacled al
The Pavilion in Benlley.

Leaflet issued by the Bentley Miners Support Group, South Yorkshire, 1984
© Bentley Miners Support Group

Trades
Councils

and miners
support groups

Trades councils were often at
the heart of the miners support
groups that were launched
throughout the country. These
groups expanded to include a
much wider group of people.
Their activities included street
and door to door collections to
raise food and money for the
miners; hosting public meetings
to allow miners and their
families to put their case; joining
picket lines and visiting mining
areas (if they weren't already
based in one) to give support.
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support
commltteel

EVERY THUHSIIAY ?30
CO-OP HALL, 129 SEVEN SISTERS

Leaflet produced by the Islington Miners
Support Committee, 1984
© Islington Trades Council



Leaflet produced by the NUM, thanking transport workers for their support, c.1984

© National Union of Mineworkers

Transport
workers

As well as raising funds,
members of a number of unions
(ASLEF, TGWU, NUR, NUS)
attempted to stop the transport
of coal and replacement fuels
by rail, sea and road. Jimmy
Knapp of the National Union of
Railwaymen told the 1984 TUC
Congress: ‘If a cow were to
cross a field with “NUM picket
line” painted on it, we would
not pass it.’ Despite some
successes, the use of non-union
haulage, seafarers and port
workers were used to
undermine the strike (as
planned for in the Ridley
Report).

Locomotive Journal, produced by train

drivers union Associated Society of

Locomotive Engineers and Firemen

(ASLEF), February 1985 © ASLEF
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SOGAT members unload a consignment of food for the Welsh miners and their families — one of the faces of trade unions which Fleet Street
deliberately chooses 1o ignore.

NOMINATIONS FOR GENERAL PRESIDENT / BDC Reports / Food for the
miners / Tolpuddle / HEALTH & SAFETY / NEC Report / Pensions

SOGAT Journal, July/August 1984, produced by print union
The Society of Graphical and Allied Trades. © SOGAT (now Unite)

Print workers

Print workers, particularly those
on Fleet Street, were
exceptionally active in
supporting the miners,
including raising over £1.5
million for the miners. Along
with the Campaign for Press
and Broadcasting Freedom
(CPBF) the print unions and
National Union of Journalists
tried to enforce a ‘right to
reply’ for the NUM in the
mainstream press. In one
notable action, printers refused
to print the front page of one
issue of The Sun which
compared Arthur Scargill to
Hitler. Print workers would
suffer the next major defeat for
the trade union movement in
the 1986 Wapping dispute, with
Rupert Murdoch aided by the
police and Eric Hommond.

Front page of News of the World/The Sun
Right of Reply Special, September 1984
© SOGAT (now Unite)



Poster showing miners support for NHS workers in the National Union of Public Employees
(NUPE) during their dispute over pay, September 1982
© UNISON, the public sector union
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Cultures of
solidarity

Support for the miners often
evoked historical relationships
sometimes going back to 1926.
More often it was pointed out
the miners had offered support
to NHS workers, Grunwick
strikers, steel worker and
others in the past. During the
strike, miners continued to
support other workers — joining
picket lines at Barking Hospital
for instance.
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runwick Strike Committee 2722

G

MASS PICKET

HAEFT
GRUNWICE Mo

Poster produced during the Grunwick
strike, 1977. The image on the poster
depicts union members supporting miners

at the So|t|ey Gate coke plant during the
1972 miners strike. © Unite



ALL THE WAY WITH THE MINERS

Leaflet produced by the Labour Party young members section, 1984  © Labour Party

Labour Party

There was some debate over
the role of the Labour Party
leadership in the strike — some
felt Neil Kinnock, the son of a
South Wales coal miner, saw
the strike as an embarrassment
and damaging to Labour's
electoral prospects. But many
grass roots members of the
party were very active in
supporting the NUM which was
affiliated to the Labour Party.

SUPPORT
THE 2
MINERS  ©W

Leaflet produced by the Labour Party,
1984 © Labour Party




GREENWICH|..

authorities

Many Labour local authorities
felt under attack by the
government over rate-capping
and the abolition of
metropolitan authorities.
Labour-led councils in coalfield
areas often provided practical
support for the miners during
the year — for instance
deferring council housing rents
and providing free school
meals.

One popular, if somewhat
controversial, means of support
was for a group to ‘twin’ with a
particular pit or area. Some
within the NUM and official
union bodies argued that this
created an uneven distribution

SERI//C'ES

popular practice: a Labour
Research Department survey of
300 support groups found
nearly half had twinning

: _j"" k. --—-.--- arrangements.
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John Austin-Walker(Leader Greenwich Council) Islington Council

speaking at the rally to mark the anniversary extends fraternal

of twinning with EASINGTON,September 1985. greetings to the
National Justice for

PHOTO BY MARTIE VOLK. Mineworkers Campaign

| Idirepton Codnol experssmes its il suppaort for the miners i thedr
COnBETE :T."-\.'I-'_F:Ill? I Theent oo and Industry egalret e Matonal Coed
Boead and the Gorarnmenl. We are conoermed tha thoactonsaol the
prbce clarng the dispule unckermined ol libsrtes and we qive cur
Ballsapipor o olives local sulbarites which refimes oacoept additional

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT THE i et i o

T podictng of the e diggone severialy sllctead the sernme

provicled oy the police nour bonough and thair abibiny o prevend and
PROGRAMME OF GREENWICH EASINGTON e e
| camesabiles were detaled oatadeof the borough each wesks et we

asa borpagh are forced o pay for thisas we have mo local demecratic

TWINNING TEL:(01)854 8888 Ex 2011. TR

Islington Council -
Fighting for jobs and services
in our communities

Advert appearing in the ‘Concert for Heroes' programme at the Royal Albert Hall, 2nd Message of support from Islington Council,
March 1986, documents Greenwich Council's twinning with Easington in County Durham appearing in the programme of the
© Royal Borough of Greenwich ‘Concert for Heroes' at the Royal Albert

Hall, 2nd March 1986
© London Borough of Islington
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Lesbians and

Gays Support AND PERVERTS

- EJ-,TUPIF*J
the Miners F

Lesbians and Gays Support the
Miners (LGSM) was formed in
London in June 1984. Eleven
other lesbian and gay support
groups were formed across
Britain and Ireland. The
reciprocal support given by the
NUM was important in passing
lesbian and gay equality
motions for the first time at TUC
and Labour conferences in

R " 1085,

Miners show their support on the Lesbian and Gay Pride march, 1985 © LGSM 2014 Poster to promote the Pits and Perverts
benefit gig organised by Lesbians and

Gays Support the Miners, December

OF
ﬁio" h};‘, 1984 © LGSM 2014 (poster design by
\l"' Kevin Franklin)
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Black support
for the miners

Black miners were amongst
those raising money at the
Notting Hill carnival in 1984,
making the connection
between police oppression of
black people and the miners.
Throughout the country, black
organisations supported the
miners: for example the Asian
Youth Movement in Sheffield
joined picket lines. Black
Delegation to the Miners was a
group of black Londoners,
many based in Southall, which
raised funds and food and
visited the Kent coalfield to
show solidarity.

HACKNEY MINEHS SUPPORT COMMITTEE

Rally

Solidarity

miners
Thursday 17 January 7.30pm

Stoke Newington Town Hall
Church St, N16

Er T e
Tow Dlemn
Eln il
Betty Heatieid
oA
I
Hackney Miners Support Committee/

George Padmore Institute

© George Padmore Institute archive
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Black People Support the Miners

© unknown

RALLY

for the

Miners’ leader

Mick McGahey

-

General Secretary
of the Communist Party

Gordon McLennan

and speakers from

E @ . London’s black people's movement
" l’. "_ iy

E’ L."_:"'r Women Against Pit Closures

Flyer for rally in support of the miners, with speakers from London's black people’s

movement, January 1985 © George Padmore Institute archive




Student
solidarity

Students were amongst those
who came out in support of
miners. Notable for support
were students at the
polytechnics. The Polytechnic
of North London (PNL), now
London Metropolitan
University, was one of the most
radical. Already in legal
trouble for opposing the
presence of National Front
organiser Patrick Harrington at
PNL, student union funds faced
being seized for donating to
the miners.

&

~ Attome‘]'fs General
PNLSU

Thursday 23 May 10am

N B . Royal Courts of Justice
Front cover of Fuse, Po|ytechnic of North London Students Union magazine (1984) The_Strang

© London Metropolitan University This Thureday three members of the PNLSU Exscutive are once again in

the High Court, their adversary this time is no less than the Attorney
Cemeral Michaesl Havers, QC.
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L ; . » : to our Union's democratic decision to make a cash dopation to a striking

- = el * '. = 1 -5 1 ey miners welfare fund. Spurred on as they were by the wery real threac
B S e . ! . of inter-union wsolidarit ith th [
TR N~ & . - . | arity with the miners, in particular the potential

support within Students' Unions. They had managed to neglect the £5,000
PHNLSU had donated to Oxfam in respect of the Ethioplan Famine Appeal
Fund, this donation was blocked by the Midland Bank and that declsion
endorsed by the Attorney General. Oxfam have stated that they will
await the outcome of the trial, and hopefully cash it if PNLSU are
succesaful in coure.

The dissue may now appear firrelevant and dated but remains one of
fundamental importance to continuing the autonomy of Students' Unions.
The Tory Government unable to make electoral inroads inte Students'
Unions have misused the powers of central government by overturning
A democratically arrived at decision of PRLSU.

Peter Rosa President, Pete Redman Vice-President Kentish Town and Phil
Srett Treasurer will be in the dock this Thursday. Come to the High
Court to show solidarity with your eclected representatives and observe
British justice in action?

Sheffield Trades Council meeting to support the miners, October 1984 Leaflet produced by the Polytechnic of

© TUC Library Collections, London Metropolitan University North London Students” Union, to promote
a rally in support of the SU Executive during

their trial at the High Court, May 1985.
The Students” Union were on trial for making
a cash donation to a miners welfare fund

© London Metropolitan University
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VICTIMISATION

International
support for the
strike

Money was raised throughout
the world for the miners, often
through trade union or socialist
connections. An international
march of people from various
countries was held from
London to Kent to show
solidarity. Miners showed a

whon Kent NUM members | in support of miners in South Africa and Britain

dumped coal on the doorstep . -

of South Africa house in protest -

at apartheid. International \ L. A ‘
solidarity was strained by coal

imports however, in particular ak
o Speakers from

those from ‘socialist’ Poland.

DGB Solidaritit South African Congress of Trade Unions Thursday 7th November 6.30pm
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National Union of Miners Central Hal Storeys Gate, SW1
HILFE Ant-Apartheid Movement St James Park Tube
_ - i
FUR DIE BRITISCHEN African National Congress

BERGARBEITER __ | Pariamentary Labour Party
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MINERS SUPPORT GROUP

POWER

TO THE PEOPLEY tor Westminaler and the Cily FoF a0 Tachiornok 50, S afe D39)
Leaflet published by the DGB - the Flyer for public meeting in support of South African and British miners, November 1984
German equivalent of the TUC - calling © Anti-Apartheid Movement / Miners Support Group, Westminster and the City

on German trade unionists to support the

British miners

© Deutscher Gewerkschaftsbund



LONDON MINERS GALA's

NIGHTs . Pit dragon

.............
e D e L
---------------------

-----------

L) N Between Rock Against Racism

........
............
e e s

and Red Wedge, the miners’

e, strike provided a focus for

G, politically minded artists,
including members of the trade
union Equity. One mass picket
at Taylors Lane Power Station
(Brent) was supported by a
cultural collective called “Pit
Dragon’. The NME commented.:
‘Scab lorries turned back by a

Benefit event organised by the SERTUC variety show? Surely a first in

Miners Strike Support Committee the annals of industrial

September 1984 © SERTUC Miners struggle.’

Strike Support Committee

ABACUSH. DADDY COLONEL
BEN ELTON.
ALAN HULL.
HOME SERVICE.
MIKE HARDING. TIPPER IRE.
BERT JANSCH.
DESMOND JOHNSON. :
PHILLIP LEVI. MISTY-IN-ROOTS. |
RIK MAYALL.
CHRISTY MOORE.
VAN MORRISON.
NO FIXED ADDRESS.
NIGEL PLANER. ALEXIE SAYLE. .ﬁ
DAVE SWARBRICK'S WHIPPERSNAPPER.
PLUS SPECIAL GUESTS TO BE
ANNOUNCED - SEE NME/CITY LIMITS

FORDETAILS
ALL TICKETS £5.00

For further detalls ring Royal Festival Hall Box Office: :
928 3002/928 3191 (Bookings) or 633 6427 W,

All proceeds to the Miners Hardship Funds. Organised Oy / b
SERTUC/GLC Miners Support Comimities.

DESIGHN /COALFAL

Benefit evening at Scala Cinema Club, Pit Dragon benefit concert poster,
Kings Cross, December 1984 February 1985 © Chris Knight (Writers
© Scala Cinema and Artists for a Miners’ Victory)

?75-277 PENTONVILLE RD LONDON N*
01-278-8052
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Fieture: Neil Marmmson

Labour Party Women's Appeal i+

Christmas
Hamper Appedal

Show your solidarity withthe  Give generously to this appeal!
striking miners and their families; Send donations to Women
guaranteethat inevery area Against Pit Closure, (National
striking miners get their Christmas Christrnas Hamper Appeal),
Dinner, and ensure that they have 150 Walworth Road, London

a Merry and Happy Christmas! SE17 1JT,

Castnbution of the funds will be co-ordinated by the Women's National Co-ordinating Committes

d

L5E8S Pulbifished by Ths Labsus Party, 160 Walworth Hosd, London
SE17 1IT. Printed by Prinstom Lid, (Wictora Housa) 124 Tabarnacie

Streat, Lsndion EC2

Flyer for the Christmas Hamper Appeal, organised by the Women's National Co-
ordinating Committee of the Labour Party, 1984 © Labour Party / Neil Martinson

Christmas

A special fundraising effort
was made to give miners and
their families a decent
Christmas, to provide turkeys
and toys for the children. Some
support groups and trade
unions paid for and attended
Christmas parties in the
coalfields.

© Tim Sanders

DAWDON MINERS’ WELFARE
VAT. Reg No. 177 4095 18
Chabrman : Tresswrer : Secretary ¢
1. P. JONES G H W. WALKER E5Q FRANK SHAW
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Letter from a Durham miner describing hardship during Christmas 1984, published on
the back page of Fuse, the Polytechnic of North London Students” Union magazine
© London Metropolitan University
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i e Aftel‘math of "Southern & Eastern Region TUC |
SOUTHWARK TRADES COUNCIL the strike reeing. by 1565 6 T, Lr
PU BLIC MEETING Congress Library Collections, London

Metropolitan University
In March 1985 the NUM ended
the strike with no agreement.
lan MacGregor, head of the
National Coal Board, said in the
aftermath of the strike: 'People
are now discovering the price of

7.30pm Wednesday 5th June insubordination and
42, Braganza Street, insurrection. And boy, are we
London SE17. going to make it stick'. A rival

union, the Union of Democratic
Jack Collins Kent NUM- Miners was established.
Harriet Harman MP Victimisation increased, and

many of the hundreds of NUM
members sacked during the year
(even those who were not
convicted of any offence) were
refused their jobs back. The
National Justice for
Mineworkers Campaign still
campaigns for those who were
victimised during the dispute.

Jailed miner's wife

HEAR THE CASE FOR COAL
SUPPORT TRADE UNION RIGHTS

DEFEND THE PUBLIC SECTOR
Ib'h‘.:'--"_ —— ==

Public meeting to support the jailed miners,

organised by Southwark Trades Council,
June 1985 © Southwark Trades Council




LIGHTS OUT
DEC 19th
8.00pm
FOR 5 MINS

Poster to promote Switch Off Soturday, a
campaign organised by the TUC to
encourage the public to switch off all their
lights for 5 minutes at 8pm on December
19th 1992 in support of miners fighting
continued closure of pits © TUC

The coal
industry since
the strike

Forty pits out of 170 were
closed just in 1985-86. A new
major round of pit closures was
announced in 1992, and
despite significant public
support for the NUM and large
national demonstrations, these
were carried through. The
industry was then privatised
and has continued to decline.
With the recent closure of
Thoresby (Nottinghamshire)
and Hatfield (Yorkshire),
Yorkshire's Kellingley Colliery is
the last deep coal mine in
Britain, and it is expected to
close late in 2015. Opencast
coal mining continues in
Britain, as does the importing
of coal.
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i NATIONAL MINERS SUPPORT NETWORK

Coalfield Communities Campaign

Britain Needs Its Miners car sticker, produced by the Coalfield Communities Campaign ©  NUPE National Miners” Support Network
poster © UNISON, the public sector

union / John Sturrock

Coalfield Communities Campaign
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Durham Miners” Gala, July 2015 © James Thomson /Durham Miners” Association

Legacy of
the strike

The defeat of the miners’ strike
and the subsequent destruction
of the deep coal mining
industry in Britain played a
significant role in weakening
trade union power. The result
was an increasingly unequal
country. The proud memory of
resisting this attack, however,
is kept alive in the former
coalfields and elsewhere,
commemorating and
celebrating the spirit of
solidarity.
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